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Foreword
The wall poster and eight-pager comics in this publication represent the experiences and perspectives 

of school children, teachers, village leaders, members of village-level women’s groups, journalists, 

moulavis and monks on religious and ethnic coexistence in the Galle District of Sri Lanka.  This was 

initiated by the International Centre for Ethnic Studies (ICES) in partnership with World Comics India 

(WCI) and is part of a larger effort to promote inter-religious harmony in Sri Lanka.

Comics are used as a means of creating a space for individuals to reflect on, articulate and narrate 

their (sometimes inexpressible) experiences, prejudices or understanding of coexistence and the ‘other’. 

They are also used to facilitate talking to one another across ethnic, religious and linguistic divides 

through different stories. Such stories or first-hand experiences, documented in the form of comics, are 

powerful visual tools of change where individuals become both storytellers and agents who help others 

recall and critically evaluate their own experiences of suspicion, insecurity and harmony.  

Following learning sessions on religious coexistence, ethnicity, gender, critical thinking, conflict 

resolution and the use of comics to initiate dialogue on community issues, a group of Buddhist and 

Muslim individuals from the Galle district formed an association, the Society for Social Change (SSC). 

Their aim is to engage their communities in fostering religious coexistence through dialogue and a 

sharing of cultural practices. A number of comics workshops were conducted in different parts of 

Galle over the past two years and the comics in this compilation are the result of this engagement with 

communities that are vulnerable to incitement or are lacking in opportunities to engage with members 

of other ethnic or religious communities. Comics exhibitions have also been held amongst members 

of different religious communities in Galle which were followed by discussions. These discussions 

generated several questions which demonstrated a genuine interest in learning about the other.

The comics in this collection are introspective, self-critical and reflect multiple experiences of 

discrimination and coexistence. A common theme that cuts across most of them is discrimination due to 

ignorance about the beliefs and value systems of members of other religious groups and false assumptions 

that are drawn as a result. Conversely, another overarching theme expressed is that coexistence is the 

norm and not an exception, and communities most often do live in harmony which is disturbed by 

external actors. 

The ICES and WCI recognise the need for inter-community dialogue at grassroots level as a way of 

minimising conflict and resisting violent triggers. This publication is a modest attempt at exploring the 

potential of innovative media, created by and for the community, as a means of fostering meaningful and 

productive dialogue across religious and ethnic boundaries. We encourage the use of this publication in 

peacebuilding ventures.

Mario Gomez         Sharad Sharma                     

Executive Director        Founder & Cartoonist
International Centre for Ethnic Studies     World Comics India



Kd;Diu

,t;ntspaPl;by; tiuag;gl;Ls;s RtH rpj;jpuk; kw;Wk; vl;Lg; gf;f rpj;jpuf;  fijfs; Mfpad> 

fhyp khtl;lj;jpYs;s ghlrhiy khztHfs;> MrpupaHfs;>fpuhkpaj; jiytHfs;> fpuhkpag; 

ngz; jiytpfs;> ClftpayhsHfs; kw;Wk; rHtkjj; jiytHfs; MfpNahupd; rftho;T 

gw;wpa mDgtq;fs; kw;Wk; Gyf;fhl;rpfisg; gpujpgspf;fpd;wd. ,dj;Jtf; fw;iffSf;fhd 

rHtNjr epiyak;> ,e;jpahtpYs;s Nty;l; nfhkpf;]; epWtdj;jld; ,ize;J> ,yq;ifapy; 

kjq;fSf;fpilapyhd rftho;T vDk; nraw;wpl;lj;jpd; xU mq;fkhNt ,t;ntspaPL 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

jdpegHfs; jq;fSila (rpyNtis ntspNa $w Kbahj) mDgtq;fis> kw;wtHfs; gw;wp 

jg;ggpg;gpuhaq;fs; my;yJ rftho;T gw;wpa Gupe;JzHT Mfpatw;iw ntspg;gLj;Jtjw;F 

rpj;jpuf; fijfs; fsj;ij cUthf;fpf; nfhLf;fpd;wd. ,d> kj> nkhop Ngjq;fSf;F mg;ghy; 

nrd;W> VidatHfSld; njhlHghliy Vw;gLj;jf;$ba Mw;wy; rpj;jpuf; fijfSf;Ff; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wd. td;Kiwf;F Mshf;fg;glf;$ba kw;Wk; Vida ,dj;jtHfSldhd 

Fiwe;jsT njhlHghly;fisf; nfhz;ltHfSld;; fle;j ,UtUlq;fshf eilngw;w 

gapw;rpg;gl;liwapd; njhFg;ghfNt ,t;ntspaPL fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

kjq;fSf;fpilapyhd rftho;T> ,dj;Jtk;> ghy;epiy> tpkHrd rpe;jid> Nkhjy; jPHT 

Mfpad gw;wpa mwpT kw;Wk; r%fg; gpur;rpidfis vLj;Jf; $wp fUj;jhly;fisj; 

J}z;Lk; rpj;jpuf; fijfis cUthf;Fk; gapw;rp Mfpatw;wpd; gpd;dH> fhypapYs;s 

ngsj;jHfs; kw;Wk; K];ypk; jdpegHfs; xd;WNrHe;J> r%f khw;wj;Jf;fhd mikg;G 

vd;gij cWthf;fpAs;shHfs;.  fUj;jhly;fs; kw;Wk; fyhrhu gupkhw;wq;fs; %yk; 

kjq;fSf;fpilapyhd rftho;it Vw;gLj;jy; vd;gNj ,tHfSila gpujhd Nehf;fkhff; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.  

ghugl;rk; kw;Wk; rftho;T Mfpad gw;wpa Rantspg;ghL> Ratprhuiz kw;Wk; Ra 

mDgtk; Mfpatw;iw ,e;j rpj;jpuf; fijfs; gpujpgypf;fpd;wd. gpw kjj;jtHfs;> 

mtHfsJ ek;gpf;if> gof;f tof;fq;fs; kw;Wk; tpOkpaq;fs; gw;wpa mwptpd;ikNa 

ghugl;rj;Jf;F cs;shf;fg;gLtjw;Ff; fhuzkhFk; vd;gijNa  nghJthf ,q;Fs;s 

rpj;jpuf; fijfs; $Wfpd;wd. NkYk;> rftho;T vd;gJ xU  epakk;> khwhf tpjptpyf;fy;y 

kf;fs; xw;WikahfNt tho;fpd;wdH ntspapy; ,Ue;J tUgtHfNs ,jpy; ghjpg;ig 

Vw;gLj;JfpwhHfs; vd;gJk; ,e;j rpj;jpuf; fijfspy; fhzg;gLk; kw;WnkhU fUg;nghUshff; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.  ,e;j rpj;jpuf; fijfspd; ,U fz;fhl;rpfs; K];ypk; kw;Wk; rpq;fsg; 

ghlhrhiyfspy; eilngw;Ws;sd. gpw kjj;jtHfs; gw;wpf; fw;Wf;nfhs;tjw;F MrpupaHfs;> 

ngw;NwhHfs; kw;Wk; khztHfs; MHtj;Jld; fhzg;gl;lhHfs; vd;gJ ,jd;NghJ 

eilngw;w fye;Jiuahly;fspD}lhfj; njupate;jJ.

Nkhjy;fs; td;Kiwg; Nghf;fpw;F cUntLf;f Kd;dH mtw;iwj; jLg;gjhapd;> 

fPo;kl;lj;jpYs;s r%fq;fSf;fpilapyhd fye;Jiuahly;fspd; mtrpaj;ij ,dj;Jtf; 

fw;iffSf;fhd rHtNjr epiyaKk; Nty;l; nfhkpf;]; ,e;jpa epWtdKk; czHe;Js;sJ.  

,d> kj vy;iyfisj; jhz;br; nrd;W> fhj;jpukhd fUj;jhly;fis r%fj;jpy; 

Vw;gLj;Jtjw;fhd khw;W}lfkhf njhopw;gl ,t;ntspaPL Kaw;rpf;fpd;wJ. rftho;T kw;Wk; 

rkhjhdj;jijf; fl;bnaOg;Gk; eltbf;iffSf;F ,e;j ntspaPl;il gad;gLj;JkhW 

Cf;f%l;Lfpd;Nwhk;. 

kupNah Nfhk]; \huj; \Hkh

epiwNtw;Wg; gzpg;ghsH ,];jhgfH kw;Wk; XtpaH

,dj;Jtf; fw;iffSf;fhd rHtNjr epiyak; Nty;l; nfhkpf;]; ,e;jpah



fmrjok

fuu .%ka:fhys we;=<;a jk ì;a;s fmdaiagrh yd msgq wglska hq;a l;dka;r ;=<ska ms<sìUq lrkqfha" Y%S 
,xldfõ .d¨ Èia;%slalh ;=< wd.ñl yd jd¾.sl iyÔjkh ms<sn| j mdi,a isiqka" .=rejreka" .fï 
kdhlhska" .%dóh ldka;d iñ;s idudðldjka" ckudOHfõ§ka" uõ,újreka yd NsCIQka jykafia,d 
úiska ,o w;a±lSï yd Tjqkaf.a u;jdohkah' fuh bkaÈhdfõ j¾,aâ fldñlaia wdh;kh yd tlaj 
ckjd¾.sl wOHhkh i|yd jk cd;Hka;r flakaøh úiska uq,mqrk ,o jHdmD;shla jk w;r" Y%S 
,xldfõ wka;¾ wd.ñl iyfhda.h m%j¾Okh lsÍfï mq¿,a jHdhdul fldgils'

iyÔjkh iy zwfkldZ jgyd .ekSfï udOHhla f,i fyda iajlSh ^iuyr úg m%ldY l< fkdyels& 
w;a±lSï iy mCImd;S;ajhka úuid ne,Sug" úia;r lsÍug yd lshd mEug" fldñlaia u.ska 
mqoa.,hskag wjldY i,id fokq ,efí' tfukau fjkia l;dka;r u.ska jd¾.sl" wd.ñl yd NdIduh 
fn§ï yryd tlsfkldg l;d lsÍug o tajd bjy,a fjhs' ;ks mqoa.,hska l;dka;r lshkakka njg 
m;a lrk fyhska iy ;udf.au ielh" wkdrCIs;nj yd iyÔjkh ms<sn| w;a±lSï isysm;a lsÍug 
yd ;lafiare lsÍug wka whg iydh jk ksfhdað;hka njg o m;a lrk fyhska" fufia fldñlaia 
f,i f,aLk.; lrk ,o mqoa., w;a±lSï n,.;= oDYH Wmdx. njg m;afjhs'

wd.ñl iyÔjkh" jd¾.sl;ajh" ia;%S mqreI iudcNdjh" úfõpkd;aul is;Su" .egqï ksrdlrKh 
iy m%cd .eg¨ úi£ug ixjdo weröu i|yd fldñlaia Wmfhda.s lr .ekSu ms<sn| mqyqKq ieishlska 
miqj" .d,a, Èia;%slalfha fn!oaO yd uqia,sï mqrjeishka msßila tlaj iudc fjkila i|yd jk 
ix.uh msysgqjd .kakd ,§' Tjqkaf.a wruqKq jkafka ixjdoh ;=<ska wd.ñl iyÔjkh fmdaIKh 
lsÍu iy ixialD;sl mßphka fnod yod .ekSu ;=<ska ish m%cdj yd iïnkaO ùuhs' miq.sh jir 
fol mqrdjg .d,a, Èia;%slalh ;=< úúO m%foaYj, fldñlaia ms<sn| jevuq¿ mj;ajk ,§' fuu 
.%ka:fhys tk l;dka;r jQ l,S" úúO fm<Uùïj,g myiqfjka ,laúh yels fyda wfkl=;a jd¾.sl 
fyda wd.ñl m%cdjkays idudðlhska iu. iïnkaO ùug wjia:dj wysñ m%cdjka iu. jev lsÍfï 
m%;sM,hls'

fuu tl;=fjys tk l;dka;r jkdyS fjkia fldg ie,lSu yd iyÔjkh ms<sn| we;=,dka;h foi 
n,k" iajhx úfõpkd;aul yd nyqúO w;a±lSï ms<sìUq lrk tajd fõ' bka fndfyduhla flfrys 
mdol jk fmdÿ f;audj kï" wfkl=;a wd.ñl lKavdhïys idudðlhkaf.a úYajdihka yd jákdlï 
ms<sn| fkd±kqj;alu yd tys m%;sM,hla f,i we;s jk jerÈ Wml,amkhka ksid isÿ jk fjkia 
fldg ie,lSuhs' Bg m%;súreoaO f,i ;j;a m%Odk f;audjla ;=<ska ms<sìUq lrkafka iyÔjkh hkq 
jH;sf¾Lhla fkdj uQ,sl ms<s.ekSu úh hq;= nj;a" fndfyda úg iu.sj fjfik m%cdjkag ndysr 
l%shdldrlhska fj;ska ndOdjka meñfKk nj;a h' fï jk úg .d,af,a uqia,sï yd fn!oaO mdi,a 
foll fldñlaia m%o¾Yk mj;ajd we;s w;r" ;j;a bÈßhg meje;aùug kshñ;h' bkamiqj mj;ajk 
,o m%Yak iy ms<s;=re jevigyka ;=<" wfkld .ek yeoEÍug wjxl Wkkaÿjla ±lajQ YsIHhska" 
.=rejreka yd fouõmshka úiska wfkla m%cdj ms<sn| fndfyda m%Yak úuid isák ,§'

.egqï wju lsÍfï udOHhla f,i m%pKav;ajh we;s lrkakkag m%;sfrdaOhla f,i ìï uÜgfuys 
wka;¾ m%cd ixjdohla mej;Sfï wjYH;dj ckjd¾.sl wOHhkh i|yd jk cd;Hka;r flakaøh 
fiau" bkaÈhdfõ j¾,aâ fldñlaia wdh;kh o y÷kd .kS' fuu m%ldYkh jQ l,S wd.ñl yd jd¾.sl  
iSudjka yryd w¾:j;a yd M,odhS ixjdohla f.dv kexùfï ud¾.hla f,i m%cdj úiska yd 
m%cdj i|yd ks¾udKh lrk ,o" m%fhdackj;a yd kjH udOHhla .fõIKh lsÍu i|yd .;a ir, 
W;aidyhla fõ' iyÔjkh f.dv kexùfï jHdhduhka ;=< fuu m%ldYkh Ndú; lrk f,i wms th 
Ndú;d lrkakka Èß .kajuq'

ußfhda f.dauia Ydroa I¾ud

úOdhl wOHCI ks¾ud;D yd ldgqka Ys,ams 
ckjd¾.sl wOHhkh i`oyd jQ cd;Hka;r flakaøh j¾,aâ fldñlaia bkaÈhd
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Culture Shock: Fathima studies hard and obtains a university degree. When she attends a job interview, she is told 
that she can be given the job if she agrees not to wear the head-scarf to work. She says that it is her ethnic identity and 
she cannot give it up. She does not get the job and sadly wonders what she has done wrong and why people discrimi-
nate based on ethnic and religious differences. Story and art by F. Nufla Nizahir, Galle.

fyhrhu mjpHr;rp: ghjpkh ed;whfg; gbj;J gl;lk; ngWfpd;whs;. mts; Ntiynahd;iwg; ngw;Wf; 

nfhhs;tjw;fhf NeHfhzYf;Fr; nry;fpd;wNghJ> mq;F> mtUf;F njhopy; tha;g;igj; juKbAk; Mdhy; 

fyhrhu milahskhd ̀ p[hig mzpaf; $lhJ vdf; $wg;gLfpd;wJ. ghjpkh mjid jd;dhy; Vw;Wf; 

nfhhs;s KbahJ vdf; $wpaJld; njhopy; tha;g;;;igAk; Vw;f kWf;fpd;whs;. mj;Jld;> ehd; nra;j 

jtW vd;d? Vd; ,d;Dk; ,d> kj Ngjk; ghHf;fpd;whHfs;? vd;w Nfs;tpfis jdf;Fs;Ns Nfl;Lf; 

nfhs;fpd;whs;. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> Eg;yh ep]h`pH> fhyp.
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The Trap: A hunter  lays a net to catch birds and three birds of different sizes get caught. One bird suggests that they 
get together and fly-off with the net, but two of the birds start arguing about not being able to lift the net  with the 
other bird because it is of a different size. While they are arguing, the hunter arrives and catches them. The owl on 
the tree says that if they had worked together to escape without arguing about their differences, they would not have 
succumbed to this fate. Story and art by  N. Ajith, Galle.

nghwp: xU Ntl;ilf;fhud; tpupj;j tiyapy; %d;W ntt;NtW msTila gwitfs; khl;bf; nfhs;fpd;wd.  

ehq;fs; vy;NyhUk; xd;W NrHe;jhy; ,e;j tiyiaj; J}f;fpf; nfhz;L gwe;Jtplyhk; vd;W xU gwit 

$Wfpd;wJ. Mdhy; kw;wg; gwitfs; ,uz;Lk; jq;fsJ msT kw;Wk; ,aYik gw;wp tpthjpj;Jf; 

nfhs;fpd;wd. ,e;Neuj;jpy; Ntl;ilf;fhud; te;J %d;W gwitfisAk; gpbj;Jr; nry;fpd;whd;. 

,ijg; ghHf;Jf; nfhz;bUe;j Me;ij> ,e;jg; gwitfs; %d;Wk; xd;Wgl;L nraw;gl;bUe;jhy; ,e;jg; 

nghwpapypUe;J jg;gpj;J ,Uf;fyhk; vd jdf;Fs; $wpf; nfhs;fpd;wJ. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> 

m[pj;> fhyp.
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Unity that Emerged from a Fire: Two different kinds of birds argue about their right to live in a forest. The birds who 
live in the forest are suspicious of the immigrant birds and say that they do not want them to settle there. The immigrant 
birds say that they have a right to live anywhere they want. They start fighting among themselves. While this conflict 
goes on, there is a fire and the whole forest is burnt down. The birds get together on one tree and realise how meaning-
less it was for them to fight and kill each other over the forest. Story and art by Jayaweera, Galle.

neUg;gpdhy; Vw;gl;l xw;Wik: ,e;jf; fhl;by; jq;fSf;Fj;jhd; tho;tjw;F cupikAz;L vd ,uz;L 

gwitfs; tpthjpj;Jf; nfhs;fpd;wd. ,e;jf; fhl;by; tho;fpd;w xU gwit> ,lk;ngaHe;J tUk; 

gwitfs; gw;wp re;Njff; fz;nfhz;L ghHf;fpd;wJld; mitfis ,f;fhl;bDs; te;J ,Ug;gplk; 

mikg;gjw;F ,lk;tplf; $lhJ vdTk; $Wfpd;wJ. xU ehs; Vw;gl;l jpBH fhl;Lj; jPapdhy; KOf; 

fhLk; vupe;J rhk;gyhfpd;wJ. mjd; gpd;dH vy;yhg; gwitfSk; $b> ehq;fs; epiyaw;w xd;Wf;fhf 

rz;ilapl;Nlhk; vd;gij czHe;J tUj;jg;gLfpd;wd.  fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> n[atPu> fhyp.
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Who Doesn’t Know the Way? Two friends are traveling on a bus. They do not know where their stop is, but they are 
not afraid because they see other members of their ethnic community in the bus. One friend asks a passenger from her  
community for directions. The passenger laughs at her and asks her why she got onto the bus  without knowing the way. 
The two friends feel betrayed by their own community and wonder what to do. One man calls to them and tells them 
that he will show them the way. The friends agree that even though the man who helped them belongs to another ethnic 
group, he is a good person. Story and art by Fawza, Galle.

mdr fkdokafka ljqreka o@ ñ;=ßhka fofofkla nihl .uka lr;s. Tjqka kj;k ia:dkh fkdokakd kuq;a ;u 
ckj¾.hg wh;a ñksiqka nifha isák ksid ìfhka f;drj isá;s' tla ñ;=ßhla uÕsfhl=f.ka mdr wihs' mdr 
fkdokafka kï nihg ke.af.a ukaoehs wid uÕshd iskd fjhs' ;udf.a m%cdj fj;ska ,o m%;spdrfhka wmyiqjg 
m;a jk ñ;=ßfhda l=ula lrkafkaoehs fkdoks;s. tla mqoa.,hl= Tjqkag l;d fldg ;ud mdr fmkajkakï hehs 
mjihs. tu mqoa.,hd fjk;a ck j¾.hl jqjo Tyq fyd| mqoa.,hl= ksid ñ;=ßfhda i;=g m;afj;s. l;dj iy Ñ;% 
( *õid,  .d,a,.
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A Cunning Man: A man sees a Muslim boy hitting a Sinhalese boy on the road. He says “I should go tell this to my 
master and chase Muslims away from this country.” He runs towards the village shouting, “Our religion is going to be 
destroyed. Is there no one who will challenge this?” The villagers believe him and rush with knives to the Muslim boy’s 
house. Another man, who had witnessed what happened, explains that the Muslim boy is not at fault. The villagers 
apologise for being hasty and the troublemaker leaves in shame. Story and art by Rishad, Galle.

lmá ñksfila( uqia,sï ;reKhl= uy mdf¾§ isxy, ;reKhl=g myr fokq ñksfila olS. zuu fuh uf.a .=rejrhdg 
mjid uqia,sïjreka fuu rfgka t,jd oeóug lghq;= lrñZ hhs Tyq is;hs. zwfma wd.u úkdY ùug hkjd fuhg 
wNsfhda. lsÍug ljqre;a ke;a o@Z hkqfjka lE .iñka Tyq .ug Èj hhs. Tyqf.a jpk úYajdi lrk .ï jeisfhda 
msys /f.k uqia,sï ;reKhdf.a ksjig Èj h;s’. isoaêh ÿgq ;j;a mqoa.,hl= uqia,sï ;reKhd jrola fkdl< nj 
meyeÈ,s lrhs' .ï jeisfhda ;u krl yeisÍu ms<sn| j iudj whÈk w;r m%Yakh we;s l< ;eke;a;d ,eÊcdfjka 
msgj hhs. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( ßIdâ .d,a,.
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Shadowed Fear: Twenty six year old Mohamed had been living in harmony with everyone. When he told his Sinhalese 
friend Ravi that he had got a new job, Ravi was happy. Two days later there was a clash between the Sinhala and Mus-
lim communities. When Mohamed went to work the next day, he noticed something different. When he greeted his 
colleague, the colleague accused him of not being a true Sri Lankan as Sri Lankans do not grow beards or wear caps. 
Mohamed ponders on the unfairness of the Sinhalese upholding their identity while belittling his identity. Story and 
art by Nasreen, Galle.

ieÕjqKq ìh: 26 yeúßÈ fudfyduâ ish¨ fokd iu. iu.sfhka jdih lf<ah. ;udg kj /lshdjla ,enqKq nj Tyq 
;u isxy, ñ;=rd jk rúg mejiQ úg rú i;=g g m;a úh. Èk follg miq isxy, yd uqia,sï m%cdj w;r .egqula 
yg .;af;ah. fudfyduâ miqÈk jevg .sh úg lsishï fjkila ksÍCIKh lf<ah. Tyq ;u ifydaor fiajlhskag 
wdpdr l< úg Tjqka fmr<d mejiqfõ kshu Y%S ,dxlslhska /jq, jeùu fyda ysia jeiqï me<£u fkdlrk njhs' 
;udf.a wkkH;djh nd,aÿ lrñka Tjqkaf.a wkkH;djh Tijd ;eîu widOdrK nj fudfyduâ l,amkd lrhs. 
l;dj iy Ñ;% ( kiaÍka,  .d,a,.
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Help Needs No Religion: Fathima is hit by a drunk driver. Another motorist takes Fathima to the hospital. At the 
hospital, Fathima’s family condemns Sinhalese people as the drunk driver had been Sinhalese. One man reminds 
them that it was Sanath and Kapila (two Sinhalese men) who had brought Fathima to the hospital and donated 
blood. Story and art by Nafly, Galle.

Woõ lsÍug wd.u wjYH fkdfõ:  *d;sud îu;a ßhÿrl=f.a jdykhl yemafmhs. ;j;a ßhÿrl= weh frday,g 
/f.k hhs' îu;a ßhÿrd isxy,hl= jQ ksid *d;sudf.a foudmsfhda frdayf,a§ isxy,hkag fodia mjrhs. isxy,hska 
fofofkl= jk ik;a iy lms, *d;sud frday,g /f.kú;a f,a mß;Hd. l< nj;a wfhla u;la lr fohs' l;dj 
iy Ñ;% ( k*a,s,  .d,a,.
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Pride in Flames: Danapala and Ashrof are neighbours and one day Danapala accuses Ashrof of breaking his fence that 
marks the boundary between their property. Ashrof denies it, but offers to help Danapala to repair the fence. How-
ever, Danapala refuses his help and asks him to go away. One day, Danapala’s house catches fire and he and his family 
are homeless. Ashrof  invites them to live with him and Danapala bitterly regrets accusing Ashrof. Story and art by  
Thilanka Sampath, Galle

jPapy; vupAk; mfq;fhuk;: jdghyTk; m\;uGk; maytHfs;. xU ehs; jdghy jdJ tPl;L Ntypia 

cilj;jjhf m\;ugpw;F VRfpd;whd;. m\;ug; jhd; mg;gbr; nra;atpy;iy vdf; $wpf; nfhz;L Ntypia 

rup nra;a cjt tUfpd;wNghJ> jdghy mjid Vw;f kWf;fpd;whd;. xU ehs; jdghytpd; tPL jPapy; fUfp 

nra;tjupahJ jdghyTk; mtupd; FLk;gj;jhUk; epHf;fjpahfp ,Uf;fpd;wNghJ> m\;ug; mtHfis jdJ 

tPl;Lf;F mioj;Jr; nry;fpd;whd;. ,g;NghJ jd;Dila jtiwapl;L jdghy kdk; tUe;Jfpd;whd;. 

fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> jpyq;f rk;gj;> fhyp.
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Language Barriers: A man hears on the news that there is peace in Jaffna and the place has become a major tourist at-
traction. He thinks he too should go on a tour to Jaffna with his pets, a cat and a dog. He reaches Jaffna after a 10 hour 
journey, but  finds himself stranded because all the sign boards are in Tamil and he cannot read Tamil. His cat and dog 
also wonder why their master goes into restaurants but comes out without buying anything to eat. The dog says that 
their master does not know enough Tamil even to buy something to eat. The cat regrets coming on this tour with their 
master. Story and art by Delika, Galle.
nkhopia rhg;gplth?: ehl;by; Vw;gl;Ls;s mikjpahd #o;epiyiaj; njhlHe;J> njd;gFjpiar; 

NrHe;j xUtH jdJ nry;yg; gpuhzpfshd eha; kw;Wk; G+izAld; aho;g;ghzj;Jf;F Rw;Wyhr; 

nry;fpd;whd;. gj;J kzpNeu gazj;jpd; gpd;dH aho;g;ghzj;ij mile;j mtUk; nry;yg;  

gpuhzpfSk; fiog;gile;J fhzg;gLfpd;wdH. mtH gy filfSf;Fr; nrd;W vijAk; thq;fhky; 

jpUk;gp te;jij mtjhdpj;j eha;> G+iziag; ghHj;J> ,tUf;F jkpo; nkhop njupahjjhy; ehq;fSk; 

grpapy; thLfpd;Nwhk;  vdf; $Wfpd;wNghJ> nkhop njupahjtUld; Rw;Wyh te;jJ> vq;fSf;Fk; rpwe;j 

ghlk; vd G+iz $Wfpd;wJ. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> Bypfh> fhyp.
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Advice to a Daughter: A poor Sinhalese widow with three children decides to seek employment abroad as a 
housemaid. She is dismissed from her new workplace in Dubai because of her inability to speak the language. Her 
friend Nalin, who lives in Dubai, helps her to find another job. She writes a letter to her daughter telling her that 
a Hindu man helped her find a new job and advises the daughter that not everyone discriminates based on race, 
religion and language. Story and art by Deema Rafeek, Galle.

ÈhKshg Wmfoila: orejka ;=kafofkl= isák È<s÷ isxy, jekaoUq ldka;djla .Dy fiaúldjl f,i úfoaY  
/lshdjlh hdug ;SrKh lrhs. wehg NdIdj l;d l< fkdyels ksid vqndhs ys§ weh fiajfhka fkrmhs' vqndhs ys 
isák wef.a ñ;=rl= jk k,ska wehg fjk;a /lshdjla fidhd .ekSug Woõlrhs. weh ;u ÈhKshg ,smshla ,shñka lshd  
isákafka ;udg /lshdjla fidhd .ekSug Woõ lf<a yskaÿ mqoa.,hl= nj;a ish¨ fokdu cd;sh wd.u fyda NdIdj 
u; fjkialï fkdlrk nj;a h' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( §ud r*Sla ,.d,a,.
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What Did I Do Wrong?: Amra relocates to a new town with her family and has to change schools. Her new  
principal tells her that she is welcome, but that her hijab is not permitted in school. So she attends a government 
school where the hijab is permitted, but the girls in this school treat her like an outsider because she was previously 
convent educated. Confused as to why she is being treated differently, Amra stops going to school. Story and art by  
M. A. Ruhuma Ameer, Galle.

ud l, jro l=ula o@- wïrd ish mjq, iu. fjk;a k.rhlg ixl%uKh jk w;r wef.a mdi, o udre lsÍug 
isÿfõ. wef.a kj úÿy,am;sjrhd wehj mdi,g Ndr .kakd kuq;a yscdnh we£ug wjir fkdfok nj mjihs. 
tfyhska weh yscdnh we£ug wjirfok rcfha mdi,lg hhs. tfy;a weh l,ska lkHdrduhl wOHdmkh ,nd 
we;s fyhska kj mdif,a .eyeKq <uqka wehg i,lkafka msgia;rhl=g fuks. ;udg fjkiafldg ie,lSu ms<sn| j 
wmyiqjg m;ajk wïrd mdi,a .uk k;r lrhs. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tï' ta' reyqud wó¾, .d,a,.
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From a Storm to Coexistence:Thangamani is a little girl whose family lives in a Sinhalese village. One day there is a storm 
and their home is completely destroyed. Thangamani’s father also injures his leg when a branch of a tree falls on him. The  
Sinhalese community gets together, and in two months, builds a home for Tahngamani’s family. Thangamani is so happy 
that they have a shelter from rain and she can go to school. The Sinhalese community is happy that they could come to-
gether to build a home for this Tamil family. At the house-warming function Thangamani’s father says, “We should unite  
regardless of ethnic and religious divisions and not allow any ‘storm’ affect our village.” Story and art by Upul, Galle.

#whtspapypUe;J ey;ypzf;fk;: jq;fkzp vd;w jkpo; rpWkp jdJ FLk;gj;Jld; rpq;fsg; gpuNjrj;jpy; 

trpj;JtUfpd;whs;. #whtspf; fhw;wpdhy; mtspd; tPL Kw;whf NrjkiltJld; mtspd; je;ijapd; 

fhypYk; fhak; Vw;gLfpd;wJ. rpq;fsf; fpuhkj;jtHfs; jq;fkdpapd; tPl;il kPs;fl;baikf;fpd;whHfs;. 

jq;fkzp kPz;Lk; gs;spf; $lk; Nghfpd;whs;. jq;fkzpapd; FLk;gj;Jf;F cjtpaikapl;L rpq;fs 

kf;fs; kfpo;r;rpailfpd;wdH. jq;fkzpapd; tPl;Lf;F FbGFk; ehspy;> msJ je;ij> “ehq;fs; vy;NyhUk; 

,dNgjkpd;wp xw;Wikahf ,Ue;jhy; ve;nthU #whtspAk; vq;fsJ fpuhkj;ijj; jhf;fhJ” vd;fpwhH. 

fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> cGy;> fhyp.
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Sisterhood: Nayana, Fathima and Krishna belong to Sinhalese, Muslim and Tamil communities respectively and 
live in the same village. Krishna’s father is transferred to Jaffna and her family settles down there.  Soon, war breaks 
out in Jaffna and Krishna’s family has to return to their former village. Both Nayana and Fathima welcome Krishna 
and say that they will live in harmony like children of one mother. Story and art by Malka Madubashini,Galle.     

,izgpupahj cwT: rpq;fs> jkpo; kw;Wk; K];ypk; ,dj;jtHfshd eadh> fpup\;dh kw;Wk; ghjpkh  

MfpNahH ey;y Njhopfs;. mtHfs; midtUk; XNufpuhkj;jpy; trpj;JtUfpd;wdH. fpU\;dhtpd; 

je;ijf;F  ,lkhw;wj;ijj; njhlHe;J mtHfs; aho;g;ghzj;jpy; FbNaWfpd;wdH. mq;F Vw;gl;l 

mrk;ghtpjq;fs; fhuzkhf mtHfs; kPz;Lk; Kd;ida fpuhkj;Jf;F tUtJld; eadh kw;Wk; ghjpkh 

mtHfis md;Gld; tuNtw;fpd;wdH. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> ky;fh kJgh\pdp> fhyp.
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A Sip For Me Too: Ahmed, who has just been discharged from hospital, is traveling on a bus with his friend Casim. It 
is time to break their fast, but they do not have any water. A man seated nearby offers them a drink, but Casim warns 
Ahmed not to break his fast with a drink offered by a Sinhalese as it would be haram. Ahmed ignores Casim and accepts 
the drink. The Sinhalese man asks Ahmed why he accepted the drink despite his friend’s warning. Ahmed apologises for 
his friend and reminds Casim that he is alive today because of the blood donated by a Sinhalese person. Casim realises 
his mistake and accepts the drink. Story and art by Isbahan, Galle.

ug;a  W.+rlA: frdayf,ka m%;sldr ,nd msgj hk wyuâ ish ñ;=rl= jk ldisï iu. nifhka .uka lrhs. Wmjdi 
ld,h wjika lsÍug fõ,dj meñKsh o Tjqkag j;=r fkd;snqKs. wi, ys| isá mqoa.,hl= Tjqkag j;=r fok kuq;a 
ldisï wyuâg mjikafka Tyq isxy,hl= ksid tu j;=r mdkh fkdlrk f,ihs. th zyrdïZ ^mdmhla& úh yelsh' 
wyuâ ldisïf.a m%ldYh fkd;ld c,h mdkh lrhs. Tyq tfia lf<a ukaoehs isxy, mqoa.,hd wihs' wyuâ ;u 
ñ;=rd fjkqfjka iudj wheÈñka mejiqfõ ;uka wo Ôj;a jkafka isxy, mqoa.,hl= mß;Hd. l< f,a ksid njhs.
ldisï lK.dgqjg m;aj c,h mdkh lrhs' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( bianydka .d,a,.
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Let’s Help Our Neighbours: The Helping Hands Association issued a notice that dry rations will be distributed to all 
poor Muslim families during the period of fasting. The next day, a Moulavi sees this notice and advises the association 
that it has to distribute rations to poor members of all religions and not just the Muslim community. Accordingly, dry 
rations were given to the poor irrespective of ethnic or religious affiliation. This created a sense of unity among the 
community. Story and art by Muhammed Azhar, Galle.

wfma wi,ajeishkag Woõ lruq: Wmjdi iuh w;r;=r§ ish¨ ÿmam;a uqia,sï mjq,aj,g úh<s i,dl  øjH ,nd 
fok nj fy,amska yEkaâia wdh;kh ksfõokhla ksl=;a lrk ,§. miqÈk fuu oekaùu ÿgq ujq,újrfhl= m%ldY 
lr isáfha uqia,sï m%cdfõ muKla fkdj ish¨ È<s÷ mjq,aj,g tu øjH fnod Èh hq;= njhs. ta wkqj jd¾.sl fyda 
wd.ñl ne£ï fkdi<ld ish¨ È<s÷ mjq,aj,g úh<s i,dl ,nd §ug lghq;= lrk ,§. fuh tu m%cdj ;=< iduQysl 
yeÕSula ks¾udKh lf<ah. l;dj iy Ñ;%h( wid¾, .d,a,.
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The Secret of Unity: One day, my sister and I got onto a bus and occupied seats reserved for the clergy. When a  
Buddhist monk got onto the bus, we immediately offered him our seat. The monk and another passenger expressed 
their appreciation of  our action. We replied that our religion teaches us to respect leaders of other religions. Story 
and art by Nusrath Shafeek, Galle. 

tlai;a nfõ ryi( nia r:fha mQcH mCIh i|yd fjka lrk ,o wiqkl uqia,sï ifydaoßfhda fofofkl= .uka 
lrñka isáhy. fn!oaO NsCIqjla nihg keÕS úg fofokdu ish wiqk mß;Hd. l<y' NsCIqj iy ;j;a u.sfhla 
Tjqkaf.a tu l%shdj w.h l<y . wfkla wd.ïj,  kdhlhskag o .re l< hq;= nj ;u wd.ñl .=rejre ;udg 
W.eka jQ nj tu oeßfhda m%ldY l<y. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( kqiarka I*Sla" .d,a,.



17

Social Change: Two friends, one Muslim and the other Buddhist, are talking. The Buddhist girl complains that 
the prayers broadcast by the mosque five times a day are a nuisance. The Muslim girl reminds her friend that the 
temple too broadcasts sermons and the Muslim community does not complain. “But, this is our country and other 
communities should be under our control,” the Buddhist girl replies. “Don’t you think our country will prosper if 
we are all united?” asks the Muslim girl. The Buddhist girl thinks and then agrees that immediate action must be 
taken to establish unity. The Muslim girl is happy that her small question led to a significant change. Story and art 
by Fazeena Nasly, Galle.

iudc úm¾hdih( uqia,sï iy fn!oaO ñ;=rka fofofkla l;d lrñka isá;s. m,a,sh úiska Èklg mia j;djla 
m%pdrh lrkq ,nk hd{djka lrorhla nj fn!oaO oeßh mjihs. mkai, u.ska o nK m%pdrh lrk nj iy uqia,sï 
m%cdj ta .ek meñKs,s fkdlrk nj uqia,sï oeßh isysm;a lrhs. ztfy;a fï wfma  rghs' wfkla m%cdjka wmf.a 
md,kh hgf;a isáh hq;=hsZ hkqfjka fn!oaO oeßh mjihs. zwm ish¨ fokd tlai;a jqjfyd;a wfma rfg iuDoaêu;a 
jk nj Tn is;kafka keoao@Z hkqfjka uqia,sï oeßh wihs’. fuhg tlÕ jk fn!oaO oeßh tlai;a nj we;s lsÍu 
i|yd blaukskau lghq;= l< hq;= nj is;hs. ;u l=vd mekh jeo.;a fjkilg uq, msrE nj oek.;a uq,siaï oeßh 
i;=g g m;a fjhs. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( *iSkd kia,s,  .d,a,.
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Everyone Has Rights: The arts day is approaching and a teacher asks her students what they would like to 
wear this year. The class agrees to dress up as aliens. A Muslim girl asks whether she could wear her uniform 
instead.  The student next to her retorts, “That’s not possible, we all have to dress like aliens.” The teacher 
consults the principal and he explains that Muslims should be allowed to follow their religious stipulations 
and should not be compelled to come in fancy dress. He puts up a notice in the school saying that all 
students have the right to express their opinions and live by the teachings of their religions. Story and art by  
M.A.F Fareeha, Galle.

ish,a,kagu whs;sjdislï we;( l,d Wf<, <Õ tk úg fï jif¾ w¢kakg leu;s we÷u l=ulaoehs .=rejßhla 
isiqkaf.ka wihs' msgilaj, Ôùka f,i ye| me<| taug mx;shu tlÕ fjhs. ta fjkqjg ish ks, we÷u w¢kakg 
yelsoehs uqia,sï .eyekq <ufhla wihs. weh <Õ isák isiqjl= ms<s;=re fokafka ztfyu lrkakg neye wms 
yefudau msgilaj, Ôùka f,i we¢ug wjYHhsZ hkqfjks. .=rejßh fï ms<sn| j úÿy,am;s;=udf.ka úuik w;r 
;u wd.ñl ms<s.ekSï wkqj lghq;= lsÍug uqia,sïjrekag wjir ;sìh hq;= nj;a úfkdaoldñ we÷ïj,ska ieriS 
taug Tjqkag n, fkdl< hq;= nj;a úÿy,am;s;=ud mjihs. ish¨ isiqkag ;u woyia m%ldY l< yels nj iy ish 
wd.u wkqj Ôj;a úh yels nj mjik oekaùula Tyq mdif,a m%o¾Ykh lrhs’. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tï'ta't*a'*Íyd,  
.d,a,.
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Respect Diversity: During assembly, the principal of a school asks all the children to place their palms together 
for worship. A Muslim boy tells this to his mother. His mother explains to the principal that Muslims cannot place 
their palms together and pray. The Principal says, “It’s good that you informed me.” She accepts this difference and 
announces the next day that while Buddhist  students can place their palms together to worship, students of other 
religions can engage in their ownreligious activities. Story and art by M.M.N. Mansoon, Galle.

úúO;ajhg .re lrkak( mdif,a /iaùu w;r;=r wd.u isys lsÍu i|yd fodfyd;a uqÿka ;nd .kakd f,i 
úÿy,am;s;=ud isiqkag mjihs. uqia,sï msßñ <uhl= fuh ;u ujg mjihs' uqia,sïjrekag ;u oE;a ne| wd.u isys 
l< fkdye;s nj uj úÿy,am;s;=udg úia;r lr isà' fuu fjki ms<sn| j jgyd .kakd úÿy,am;s;=ud fn!oaO 
orejka oE;a tlafldg wd.u isys lrk úg fn!oaO fkdjk oerejkag ;udf.au wd.ñl lghq;=j, ksr; úh yels 
nj miqÈk /iaùfï § m%ldY lrhs' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tï' tï' tka' ukaiQka, .d,a,.
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Patriotism: A Muslim and a Sinhalese are standing for the national anthem. The Sinhala man notices that the 
Muslim does not sing the anthem and asks why. The Muslim explains that he knows it is the anthem, but he does 
not understand what the words mean. This angers the Sinhala man and he is about to hit the Muslim man, when 
someone stops him and explains that if the national anthem were sung in Tamil, the Muslim man would under-
stand and sing along.  Story and art by F. Risla Faiz, Galle.

cd;Hd,h: uqia,sï yd isxy, jeishka fofofkla cd;sl .Shg iSrefjka isá;s' uqia,sï mqoa.,hd cd;sl .Sh .dhkd  
fkdlrk  nj ÿgq isxy, mqoa.,hd ta wehs oehs Tyqf.ka úuid isà'  uqia,sï mqoa.,hd mjikafka, th cd;sl .Sh 
nj ;ud okakd kuq;a tys w¾:h ms<sn| j ;udg jegySula ke;s njhs' ñka fldamhg m;ajk isxy, mqoa.,hd 
uqia,sï mqoa.,hdg myr §ug ierfihs' Tyqj kj;d,k fjk;a whl= m%ldY lrkafka cd;sl .Sh fou< niska 
.dhkd l<fyd;a uqia,sï mqoa.,hd th jgyd f.k .dhkd lrkq we;s njhs' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( t*a' ßia,d *hsia, 
.d,a,.
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Equal Rights : Shamila and Nuhaiya are walking home from school when a boy on a bicycle approaches them shouting 
“You can’t walk down this road wearing hijabs.” He grabs Nuhaiya’s hijab and tries to pull it off. Another man stops 
him and says “We should respect others’ religion like we do our own.” He also calls the police. Story and art by M.N.F. 
Nafasa, Galle.

iudk whs;sjdislï( Ydñ,d iy kqyhshd mdif,a isg ksjig .uka lrñka isák úg nhsisl,hlska meñKs msßñ  
<ufhla zyscdí we|f.k fï mdf¾ hkak neyeZ hkqfjka lE .eiSh. Tyq kqyhshdf.a yscdnh weo bj;a  
lsÍug o ;e;a lf<ah’ ;j;s ñksil= meñK Tyq kj;d zwms wfma wd.ug .re lrkjd yd iudkj u wfkla 
wd.ïj,g o .re l< hq;=hsZ hkqfjka mejiSh. Tyq fmd,Sishg o ÿrl:kfhka weu;=ula  ÿkafkah. l;dj iy 
Ñ;%( tï' tka. t*a' k*did, .d,a,.
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Equal Rights: Faris and his friend wonder why their salaries have not been increased. “Is it because we are Muslim?” his 
friend wonders. “They haven’t allowed us time to pray either.” They tell the manager that they will not come to work. The 
owner of the company learns of this and scolds the manager for mistreating his Muslim staff. He orders the manager 
to increase their salary and allow them time for prayers. The manager realises his mistake and the Muslim colleagues 
return to work. Story and art by M.N. Riyas Mohamed, Galle.

iudk whs;sjdislï: ;u jegqma jeä fkdlf<a ukaoehs *dßia yd Tyqf.a ñ;=rd fidhd n,;s' Tyqf.a ñ;=rd wikafka 
zta wms uqia,sï ksid o@Z hkqfjks" zTjqka wmg hd{d lsÍug mjd ld,hla fokafka keyeZ ;uka ñkamiq jevg 
fkdmeñfKk nj Tjqyq l<ukdldrjrhdg oekqï fo;s' fuh oek.kakd iud.fï ysñlre, ;u uqia,sï fiajlhskag 
ksis f,i fkdie,lsu ms<sn| j l<ukdldrjrhdg neK jÈhs' Tjqkaf.a jegqma jeä lsÍug;a, hd{d lsÍug ld,h 
,nd fok f,i;a, Tyq ksfhda. lrhs' l<ukdldrjrhd ish jro jgyd .kakd w;r" uqia,sï fiajlhka kej; 
fiajh meñfKs;s' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tï' tka' ßhdia fudfyduâ, .d,a,.
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Mutual Understanding: Two friends are travelling on a bus and one friend notices that a monk and a moulavi are 
seated next to each other. “Those seats are reserved only for monks and not for other religious leaders,” he says. “This 
is the way it is in Sri Lanka.”  The other friend disagrees saying that Sri Lanka is a country where different religions and 
ethnicities coexist. His friend thinks about it, agrees and says that Sri Lanka should set an example to the rest of the 
world, and each person should attempt to make this a reality. Story and art by M.I.M Izadeen. 

wfkHdakH wjfndaOh( ñ;=rka fofofkl= nifha .uka lrñka isák w;r ujq,ú;=ul= yd NsCIqjla tlsfkld <Õ 
wiqka f.k hk whqre tla whl= olS. ztu wdik fjka lr we;af;a NsCIQkag ñi wfkl=;a wd.ñl kdhlhskag 
fkdfjhsZ hkqfjka Tyq mjihs' zfï ;uhs ,xldfõ yeáZ Y%S ,xldj hkq úúO wd.ï yd jd¾.sl fldgia iyðjkfhka 
isák rgla hhs mjiñka wfkla ñ;=rd mjikafka Y%S ,xldj wka rgj,g wdo¾Yhla iemhsh hq;= nj;a ish¨ 
fokdu th h:d¾:hla lr .ekSug fjfyi úh hq;= nj;a h. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tï' whs' tï' bi§ka.
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A Lesson from a Violent Conflict: A group of Muslims try to build a mosque near a Buddhist temple and the 
Sinhalese in the area oppose it.  This dispute leads to a violent conflict between Muslims and Buddhists and  
20  people are killed. The number of deaths teaches a lesson to both sides and they regret their violent behavior. 
Story and art by Erandi Madhushani, Galle.
td;KiwapypUe;J gbg;gpid: ngsj;j tpfhiuf;Fg; gf;fj;jpy; K];ypk;fs; gs;sp fl;Ltjhy;> ngsj;jHfs; 

mjid vjpHf;f ,U jug;gpdupilNa td;Kiw ntbf;fpd;wJ. ,jdhy; 20 NgH nfhs;sg;gLfpd;wdH. 

,e;j kuzq;fs; mtHfSila td;Kiw csg;ghq;fpy; khw;wq;fis Vw;gLj;Jfpd;wJ. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu 

tbtikg;G> vue;jp kJ\hdp> fhyp.
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Compassion: In a Buddhist temple, the chief monk and others are planning a Dansal (almsgiving) for the upcoming 
Vesak festival. The chief monk suggests that a mosque be built for Muslims in a rural village. When the monks visit the 
village, the Muslims get scared and inquire about the nature of the visit. The chief monk tells them their plan. All the 
villagers oppose this plan, but a Moulavi appreciates it. After building the mosque, the chief monk says, “We all are Sri 
Lankans.”  The Muslims also see that Buddhists are kind. Story and art by Gammaththegoda Srirathana Thero, Galle.
gupT: ngsj;j gpf;FfSk; gf;jHfSk; vjpHtUk; ntrhf; gz;biff;F mz;zjhdk; toq;Fjy; gw;wp 

fye;JiuahLfpd;wdH. ,jdpilNa gpujk gpf;F> ,k;Kiw ntrhf; gz;biff;F gpd;jq;fpa fpuhkj;jpYs;s 

K];ypk;fSf;F xU gs;spiaf; fl;bf; nfhLg;Nghk; vd;w Nahridia njuptpj;jNghJ> mjw;F mid-

tUk; rk;kjpj;jdH. ,jw;fhf ngsj;j gpf;Ffs; K];ypk; fpuhkj;Jf;Fr; nrd;wNghJ> K];ypk;fs; mr;rk; 

nfhz;lJld; mtHfspd; Nahridf;F vjpHg;Gj; njuptpf;fpd;wdH. Mdhy; nksytpnahUtH> ngsj;j 

gpf;Ffspd; Nahridia tuNtw;W Mjutspj;jhH. gs;sp fl;lg;gl;L Kbe;j gpd;dH> gpujk gpf;F 

"ehk; midtUk; ,yq;ifaHfs;” vdf; $Wfpd;whH. K];ypk;fs; ngsj;jHfspd; nraiyg; ngupJk; 

ghuhl;Lfpd;wdH. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> nfk;nkj;Njnfhl = uj;jd NjuH> fhyp.
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Clarity: Ravi has to buy some groceries and his friend Kamal directs him to a good shop, but Ravi refuses to patron-
ise the shop because it is run by a Muslim. “Don’t you know that they plot against us in the mosque?” he asks Kamal. 
Kamal takes Ravi into the shop and asks Qadar, the shopkeeper, whether Muslims do in fact plot against the Sinhalese. 
Qadar says that it is not true though there are some Muslim individuals who have biased opinions and that this is an 
internal problem. Ravi realises that he had made an error in judgment and starts to befriend Muslims. Story and art by 
Najathulla, Galle.

meyeÈ,s nj - lsishï NdKav lsysmhla ñ,§ .ekSug rùg wjYH jk w;r, Tyqf.a ñ;=rl= jq lu,a Tyqj fyd| 
fj<|ie,la fj; fhduq lrhs' tfy;a tu fj<|ie,a ysñlre uqia,sï mqoa.,hl= ùu ksid bka .kqfokq lsÍug 
rú m%;sfCIam lrhs' zm,a,sh ;=< Tjqka wmg úreoaOj l=uka;%Kh lrk nj okafka keoao@Z Tyq lu,af.ka wihs' 
lu,a rù tu fj<|ie,g le|jd f.k f.dia, uqia,sïjreka isxy,hskag úreoaOj l=uka;%Kh lrkafkaoehs tys 
ysñlre jk ldo¾f.ka wihs' th wi;Hhla nj;a" iuyr uqia,sïjreka muKla mCImd;S u;jdo ork nj;a, tys 
Tjqkaf.a we;=<dka;fha m%Yakhla nj;a ldo¾ mjihs' ;udg ;Skaÿ .ekSfï § jer§ula isÿ ù we;s nj f;areï .;a 
rù uqia,sïjreka yd ñ;=re ùug mgka .kS' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( kc;=,a,d, .d,a,.
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A Change of Heart: Shivani has a nice home garden with all kinds of vegetables. Mala tells her mother about Shivani’s 
garden and the mother replies, “We do not need vegetables from Tamils. There are enough vegetables in the market.” 
One day Mala gets sick and the doctor advices her to eat more organic and hygienic vegetables to avoid stomachaches. 
Shivani’s mother gets to know of Mala’s situation and gives some vegetables to Mala. Mala’s mother realises her mistake 
of disliking people of other ethnic groups. Story and art by K. H Madushika, Galle.
kdkhw;wk;: rpthdpapd; tPl;Lj; Njhl;lj;jpy; gy tpjkhd kuf;fwpfs; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. khyh ,J gw;wpj; 

jdJ jhaplk; $w> vq;fSf;F jkpoHfspd; kuf;fwp Njitapy;iy> re;ijf;Fg; Nghdhy; NjitahdsT 

kuf;fwpfis thq;fyhk;. xUehs; khyh RfaPdkilfpwhs;. itj;jpaH Rj;jkhd kuf;fwpfis rhg;gpLkhW 

mwpTWj;JfpwhH. ,jid mwpe;j rpthdpapd; mk;kh jdJ tPl;Lj; Njhl;lj;jpypUe;J kuf;fwpfis 

khyhTf;F toq;Ffpwhs;. ,duPjpahf kf;fisg; ghHg;gJ gpioahdJ vd;gij khyhtpd; jha; czHfp-

whs;. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> kJ\pfh> fhyp.
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Unity is Strength:There is an ethnic dispute among students in a class. When a competition of Vesak lanterns is  
announced, the Sinhalese students in the class work on their own and do not invite the Muslim students to help 
make lanterns. Despite this, the Muslim students help and the class wins the competition. The teacher explains 
that unity leads to victory. Story and art by Thaleema Ifham, Galle.

xw;WikNa gyk;: ghlrhiy tFg;G khztpfspilNa ,dj;Jt uPjpahd Nkhjy; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

tFg;GfSf;fpilapyhd ntrhf; ge;jy; Nghl;b mwptpf;fg;gl;lJk;> rpq;fs; khztpfs; jq;fsJ 

tFg;gpYs;s K];ypk; khztpfis miof;fhky; jdpNa ntrhf; ge;jy;fis cUthf;f Kd;tUfpd;wdH. 

Mdhy; K];ypk; khztpfs; mjidg; nghUl;gLj;jhJ ntrhf; ge;jy;fis cUthf;f cjtp nra;fpd;wdH. 

,jd; %yk; me;jg; Nghl;bapy; mt;tFg;G ntw;wp ngUfpd;wJ. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> j];ypkh 

,g;`hk;> fhyp.
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Humanity: A group of Muslims goes on a trip and their vehicle breaks down. Some Sinhalese take them to a Buddhist 
temple and request the monk to help the Muslims with accommodation and food. The Muslims are initially unsure as to 
whether it is right to accept food from the monk, but they realise there is nothing wrong in doing so. They appreciate the 
monk’s hospitality and the help extended by the Sinhalese people. Story and art by Athulapathe Chandima Thero, Galle.

kdpjNeak;: K];ypk;fs; FOnthd;W Rw;Wyh nry;fpd;wNghJ mtHfSila thfdk; cilfpd;wJ. 

mjid fz;Zw;w rpq;fstHfs; mtHfis mioj;Jr; nrd;W ngsj;j tpfhiuapy; jq;f itf;fpd;wdH. 

mg;NghJ czT gupkhwg;gLfpd;wNghJ> ngsj;j gpf;FfsplkpUe;J czT cz;gJ rupjhdh vd;w 

Nfs;tp vOfpd;wJ. Mdhy; mjpy; vt;tpjkhd jtWkpy;iy vd;gij mtHfs; czHe;J nfhs;fpd;wdH. 

ngsj;j gpf;Ffspd; ,e;j cjtpf;F K];ypk;fs; ngUk; ed;wpiaj; njuptpf;fpd;wdH. fij kw;Wk; rpj;jpu 

tbtikg;G> mJyngj;Nj re;jpk NjuH> fhyp.
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A True Man: A man is walking on the road when he sees a Muslim and is disgusted by his beard. Suddenly, the man 
is hit by a car and falls on the road in pain. The Muslim assists him and the man realises that he was wrong to judge by  
appearance. Story and art by Risna, Galle.

ienE ñksfila: ñksil= mdf¾ .uka lrñka isák úg uqia,sï mqoa.,hl= olS. tu mqoa.,hdf.a /jq, Tyqg ms<sl=,a 
iy.;h. tlajru fudyq fudag¾ r:hl yemS fõokdfjka mdf¾ jefghs’. uqia,sï mqoa.,hd Tyqg Woõ lrk w;r 
fmkqfuka mqoa.,hl= úksYaph fkdl< hq;= nj Tyq jgyd .kS. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( ßiakd,  .d,a,.
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Preaching on Facebook: Anwar creates a Facebook page and tells his friend that he is going to start a Facebook group 
which speaks ill of Buddhists. His friend discourages him saying that one Muslim’s rash deed blackens the whole  
community. “But, there are a lot of Buddhist groups which spread hate speech about Muslims,” Anwar retorts. “Not all  
Buddhists are like that. The ones who create such groups are as misinformed as you,” his friend replies and advises Anwar to  
enlighten misinformed groups on Facebook instead. Story and art by S.M. Fawsan, Galle.

f*aianqla u.ska woyia me;srùu: wkaj¾ f*aianqla msgqjla ks¾udKh fldg fn!oaOhskaf.a jerÈ m%pdrh lrk 
lKavdhula we;s  lrkakg hk nj ish ñ;=rl= iu. mjihs’,  tla uqia,sï mqoa.,fhl=f.a whym;a l%shdjla u.ska 
iuia; uqia,sï m%cdju w÷f¾ fy<k nj mjiñka ñ;=rd Tyqj wffO¾hu;a lrhs, tfy;a zuqia,sïjreka ms<sn| 
ffjÍ l;d m;=rejk fndfyda fn!oaO lKavdhï isák njZ wkaj¾ mjihs,  ziEu fn!oaOhl=u tfia keye' tn÷ 
lKavdhï ks¾udKh lrkafka Tn jeks jQ jerÈ f;dr;=re ,o whhsZ hkqfjka ms<s;=re fok ñ;=rd ta fjkqjg 
f*aianqlays jerÈ jegySï iys; lKavdhï oekqj;a lrk f,i wkaj¾g Wmofia fohs. l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tia' tï' 
*iajdka.
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Racist Politics: Two politicians, one Sinhalese and the other Muslim, are campaigning among people of their own ethnic  
communities. The Sinhalese politician says, “Muslims are trying to take over the country. Vote for me to see an end to 
this. We will not hand our country over to the Muslims. We’ll chase them out of this country.” The Muslim politician 
addresses his community saying, “If Muslims are to live in this country, you have to vote for me. We can protect our 
religion only if we unite.” This causes conflict between the two communities and both Buddhists and Muslims attack 
each other. While this is going on, the Muslim and Sinhalese politicians are sharing a drink. Story and art by S.A. Safras, 
Galle. 

cd;sjd§ foaYmd,kh: isxy, iy uqia,sï foaYmd,{hska fofofkla ;udf.au jd¾.sl m%cdjka w;r m%pdrKfhys 
fh§ isá;s zuqia,sïjre wfma rg w,a,d .ekSug ;e;a lrkjd' fuh keje;aùug ug Pkaoh fokak' wms wfma rg 
uqia,sïjrekag Ndr fokafka keye' wms Tjqka fï ráka t,jd oukjdZ hkqfjka isxy, foaYmd,{hd m%ldY lrhs’ 
uqia,sï foaYmd,{hd ish  m%cdj wduka;%Kh lrkafka" zuqia,sïjrekag fï rfgys Ôj;a ùug wjYH kï ug 
Pkaoh fokak' wfma wd.u /l .; yelafla wm tlai;a jqfKd;a muKhsZ hkqfjks’ fuh tu m%cdjka ;=< .egqula 
ks¾udKh lrk w;r fn!oaOhska yd uqia,sïjre tlsfkld fj; myr fo;s'  fuh isÿjk w;r;=r uqia,ï yd isxy, 
foaYmd,{fhda tlaj u;ameka fnd;s' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( tia' ta' i*ardia' .d,a,.
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Be United and Don’t Argue Unnecessarily: A  mosque announces that there will be a Haj festival event  
the next day and , at the same time, a Buddhist temple also announces that there will be a ceremony to invoke blessings the next 
day. The Buddhists ask the Muslims to reduce the volume and the Muslims refuse. This leads to conflict between the two groups.   
The Buddhist monks and moulavis call the two groups together and ask them to stop the violence and  
negotiate an agreement. The monk reminds the Buddhists that true followers of Buddhism do not espouse violence.  
Then, he agrees to postpone the Buddhist event to the following day and the Muslims also agree to have their event as 
planned.  Story and art by Keeriwalawe Sangarathne Thero, Galle.

xw;Wikahf ,Ug;Nghk;: tPzhd thf;Fthjq;fisj; jtpHg;Nghk;: ehis ̀ [;[_g; ngUehs; nfhz;lhl;lq;fs; 

eilngWk; vd K];ypk; gs;spapy; mwptpf;fg;gLfpd;w mNjNtis> ngsj;j tpfiuapy; ehis MrPHthjg; 

g+i[ ,lk;ngWtjhf mwptpf;fg;gLfpd;wJ. ngsj;jHfs; K];ypk;fSf;F xypngUf;fpapd; rj;jj;ijf; 

Fiwf;Fk;gb $w ,Ujug;gpdupilNaAk; td;Kiw Muk;gpf;fpd;wJ. ngsj;j gpf;FTk; nksytpAk; ,jd; 

ghuJ}uj;ij mwpe;J> ,U jug;gpdiuAk; mikjpfhf;FkhWk; Ngr;RthHj;ijf;F tUk;gbAk; miof;fpd;wdH. 

Ngr;R thHj;ijapd;NghJ> cz;ikahd ngsj;jHfs; td;Kiwia tpUk;gkhl;hHfs; vdf; Fwpg;gpLfpd;whH. 

NkYk;  ngsj;jHfSila  G+i[ia mLj;JtUk; ehspy; elhj;Jtjw;Fk; ,zq;Ffpd;whHfs;. fij kw;Wk; 

rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> fPuptyNt rq;fuj;d NjuH> fhyp.
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A Sermon from the Police: Two mosques in Beruwala are in conflict. Each mosque accuses the other of being  
contradictory to Islam and tries to drive the other out of  the town. A policeman approaches the two groups and 
says, “If, you fight amongst yourselves, how can you expect the other communities in the town to live peacefully 
with you?” The Muslims realise their error and decide to unite. Story and art by A.M. Abdul Azeez, Galle.

fmd,Sisfhka foaYkhla: fírej, uqia,sï m,a,s folla w;r .egqula mj;S' wfkla m,a,sh bia,dï wd.ug mgyeksj 
lghq;= lrk neúka k.rfhka t,jd oeóug m,a,s folu W;aidy orhs' tu lKavdhï fol fj; m%fõY jk 
fmd,sia ks,Odßhl= Tjqkag fufia mjihs' zTn tlsfkld iu. rKavq jk úg, k.rfha fjfik wfkl=;a m%cdj Tn 
iu. idufhka isà hehs wfmaCId lrkafka fldfydu o@Z ;u jro jgyd.;a uqia,sïjre tlai;aj isàug ;SrKh 
lr;s' l;dj iy Ñ;% ( ta' taï' wíÿ,a wiSia, .d,a,.
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Misunderstanding: A family is living in abject poverty because the breadwinner has fallen ill. One day the wife of the  
breadwinner sees a notice which says, ‘If you convert to Christianity we will wipe out your sorrow.’  She meets a Christian 
priest, shows him the notice, and tells him that her family wants to convert to Christianity to be rid of poverty. The 
priest warns her not to be deceived by false information and offers to help her family. Story and art by Delika, Galle.
jg;ggpg;gpuhak ;: jq;fsJ FLk;gj; jiytdpd; RfaPdk; fhuzkhf xU FLk;gk; tWikapy; thLfpd;wJ. 

,f; FLk;gj;jpd; jiytp xU ehs; xU Rtnuhl;biaf; fhz;fpd;whs;. mjpy;  “ePq;fs; fpup];jt kjj;Jf;F 

kjk; khwpdhy; cq;fSila f\;lq;fs; midj;Jk; ePq;fp tpLk;”. gpd;dH mts; fpup];jt ghjpupahH 

xUtiur; re;jpe;J  ,J gw;wp tpdtpaNghJ> ,t;tpjkhd gpioahd jfty;fis ek;gp Vkhw Ntz;lhk; 

vdTk;> mtSila FLk;gf; f\;lj;ijg; Nghf;f jhk; cjt tpUk;GtjhfTk; njuptpf;fpd;whH. fij 

kw;Wk; rpj;jpu tbtikg;G> Bypfh> fhyp
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‘Qurban’ (Animal Sacrifice): Two Muslims belonging to different mosques meet and ask each other how many cows 
they would sacrifice this Hajj. “What is it to you how many cows we slaughter? Why should I tell you?” says one. The other  
replies, “You slaughter several cows because of the foreign funds your mosque gets and this is why people of other religions  
misunderstand us.” This turns into a fight and they decide to consult a moulavi. The moulavi agrees that the competition  
between mosques as to the number of cows they sacrifice causes grievances with members of other religious communi-
ties. “In future, let us sacrifice only what is necessary to feed the community”. They all agree. 

l=¾ndka ^i;=ka lem lsÍu&: m,a,s follg wh;a uqia,sïjreka fofofkla yuq ùh.  fujr yÊð W;aijh i|yd 
lem lrk .jhska ixLHdj fldmuKoehs wi;s. zwm >d;kh lrk yrl=ka .Kk fldmuK jqj;a kqU,dg bka 
ljr M,hla o@ ud Tng th lsj hq;af;a wehs@Z hkqfjka wfhla wihs. zkqU,df.a m,a,shg ,efnk úfoaY wdOdr 
ksid yrl=ka úYd, m%udKhla >d;kh lrkjd.  fï ksid ;uhs wfkla wd.ïj, wh wmj jerÈhg jgyd .kafkaZ 
hkqfjka wfkld ms<s;=re fohs.  fuh rKavqjla olajd ÿrÈ. hk w;r ujq,újrhl= yuqùug Tjqyq ;SrKh lr;s' 
m,a,sh úiska >d;kh lrkq ,nk .jhska ixLHdj w;r mj;sk ;rÕh u.ska wfkla wd.ïj, m%cdjkag fõokdldÍ 
yeÕSula we;s jk nj jgyd .;a ujq,újrhd fufia mjihs.  zwkd.;fha wm úiska >d;kh l< hq;af;a" m%cdjg 
wdydrhg .; yels m%udKhg muKhsZ ish¨ fokd tlÕ fj;s. 
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